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The famous inventor Thomas Edison was probably the most experienced note-taker ever. His
diary which is still maintained as an important part of the United States historical record contains
millions of pages. Important developments such as his work on perfecting the light bulb and
electric lighting systems are captured in great detail. He never met a sheet of paper he didn't like.

What lessons can we take from his work today, a century later? How did his note-taking help him
to become the world’s most famous inventor with over a thousand (1093) U.S. patents in his
name for a wide range of technologies from movie cameras and phonographs to cement making
and electric lighting? In short, what made his note-taking and filing system so great?

Edison’s system was developed to support his life work and was very successful in doing so. The
main elements of his system are as follows:

1. Any useful or important development was recorded so that no effort was wasted in
repeating experiments or efforts unnecessarily.

Edison’s method was once described as an “empirical dragnet” by Nikola Tesla, another famous
inventor who worked for Edison for some time. Combining Edison’s hard working and hard
thinking methods with an effective record creation and retention system was a very important
aspect of his work.

2. Forward-looking.

Edison’s notes included the forward-looking things we tend to incorporate in many of our modern
personal planners. Things like lists of contacts, appointments, “to do” lists , and actionable items
for follow up or later review were all contained within his comprehensive system.

3. Rearward-looking.

The ability to go back and check his written record was useful in several ways. He was able to use
his records in various lawsuits filed against him and by him against others as evidence and to
substantiate his claims. His competitors were often unable to compete with his records so he often
came out victorious in these legal battles. He was always able to review past work and avoid
repeatedly going down dead-end roads. He could always revie\{v whatever he had said or was told.



He never had to remember most things as long as he could remember how to look it up later.

To read the remainder of the article and Thomas Edison’s other key points please Click Here

If you would like to receive more information on how Priority Management can maximise you
organisation’s time effectiveness, contact Wayne Greenwood on 02 9787 8744

YOUR ONLINE CAREER NETWORK
CONNECTING PEOPLE, CREATING OPPORTUNITIES AND GROWING CAREERS.

What makes JobX so special in recruitment? To see what JobX can offer you Click Here

To Search a Job Click Here

Complimentary Copy - Australian 'First Aid' Manual

High Quality 185 Page Manual covering First Aid from A-Z.

Every Office/Workplace environment should be equipped with a First Aid Manual, and HealthCorp
(one of Australia’s leading Suppliers in First Aid Training and Supplies) are giving selected*
Australian Training Directory newsletter recipients the opportunity to receive their complimentary
copy.

To view the book and take advantage of this generous offer Click Here

To receive your complimentary copy Click Here

* Offer is open to HR, OH&S personnel, or those responsible for staff training within their
organisation.

For more information on Training & Workplace Providers

Visit the Australian Training Directory
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Know someone who would benefit from this Newsletter.

Share a copy with them Today

Business Skills Refresher Seminars... Short Sharp Sweet!

Check out the popular series of seminars for business being held during December by Australia's premier
provider of quality business education for over 20 years... Business Seminars Australia
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Full details available now...

Full details available now...

Brisbane 3rd December 2007
Sydney 4th December 2007
Melbourne 5th December 2007
Perth 6th December 2007

Book Now on (08) 9221 0922
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We have your email address as: richard@geewiz.co.nz

We are aware that some people find email offers unwelcome and hope that you will just
unsubscribe if you find that the case.
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